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This i s  a v e r y  ssec ia l  occasion f o r  iiie f o r  two reasons. 

F i r s t ,  I f e e l  it i s  8 privilege t o  neet persondly at t h i s  Con- 

ference so ;.amy of the dedicated a d  tdentzci  men m d  wonen trhose names 

and contributions are already notable i n  the annals of American r.iedicine, 

education, and social. and publlc service. 

&cond-, 9 ai honored by your invitatior,  t o  Join v i th  you i n  dis- 

cussion of ttro most serious h e d t h  and social  groblexs - uientd- i l l nes s  

a d  menta  retardation - problem confronting not only the ten @-eat 

IIortheastern States represented here, but our en t i r e  nztioii. 

1 f e e l  sure i czn ELSO s2ea-k f o r  m y  dtzte and t e l l  you tha t  i-hode 

Islttnd i s  glad t c ,  be your host. 

l i v e  by a t rad i t ion  of service a d  action. 

Zion:: us and t r i l l  retuxn, both indiviciujlly and as a groun. 

?hod2 islanders, as other ITew %C;landers, 

;;e hose you v i l l  enjoy being 

i'Jnode Island i s  proud t o  be 1irL;eC; with the other ITortheastem 

States as the birthplzce and cradle of piiblic health consciousness i n  thz 

Viited otates.  :ie may d.1 be proud 2s v e l 1  of our I-cng record of success 

i n  mzintainiii,- health m(3. prcveilting disease ru;zcng our po1d.e. 

This record of success, I believe, can be traced t o  a furidmentrzl 

philosopixr of h e d t h  subscribed t o  by 2rivate c i t izens aid pib l ic  o f f i c i d s  

&Like i n  our Xates .  IIeLLth i s  secognized as the well-spring of our security, 
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our  strength, xid our SatisPactionz. 

freedoxi  fro^ disease, freeLon fron pain, and freaiiox froui nqtilnely death. 

:!e see h e d t h  as a prerequisite f o r  i n x x i l i u i  self-expi-ession a d  self- 

developinent of eve37 persoil, -& such, of course, th3 .xasui-e o r  gooci 

health enjoyed- by ill- the ci t izenry i s  an x c u r a t c  siie&sure 02 the , iaturity 

and strength of indiviCual 3 x t e ,  or ,  indeed, of ths  en t i re  :;atlon. 

It has cone t o  nem m c h  nore thm- 

:;hen I s t a t e  the issue of health so stronzly, it must be clear t o  

you t h a t  I ham a stronl; pe r sona  st2Z;e i n  good- h e a t h .  ,IS 3 nieaber of 

the :Touse of Fie,lresentatives f o r  the 3as-t f i2teen years, public h e d t h  

hns been ail2 of tly fundmiental Areas of in te res t .  

of tbe :louse Zubcomiittee srhich has the resnonsibil i ty for recor.liaending 

3eder.d appropriations f o r  health, eCLLxxttion a d  ve l fae ,  it has been iEy 

privilege t c  serve as a instiwient f o r  :ir?;n3. of the rapid d x m c e s  i n  the 

nat ioa 's  health resources during the past  decade. Thus, h e a t h  i s  both 

p a r t  of ~ i y  responsibil i ty and past  of :ny devotion; health i s  p a 3  of ifiy 

l i f e  ' s wor!;. 

r~ chairman arid negiber 

: lay of you liere are f u l l y  or i p r t i a l l y  mare of the increasing 

r6 le  or" the Tederd Govemen,t ir, support of health p o p a x  Gf all kinds. 

Let xe say tha t  the Federal. l e g i s l a t s r  i s  l ikevise  mczTc of State ac t iv i t i e s  

and believes tha t  the increase of funds devoted t o  mental bed-th ssrvices 

by your ;ta,tes i n  recent years i s  especially gratlfying. -%ode I s l m d ' s  

e,xperience, I !;nov, i s  only ty-picd., and yet  durinC; tie past f ivz years, 

the funds devoted by Tjhode Lslmd t o  suppolyt of cornunity E l e i l t d  health 

services hGs &nost t rebled aid costs for the cwe  of the hospi td ized  





Trad i t lon j l l y ,  of course, the resnonsibil i ty T o r  care of the 

disaWled ad- des t i tu te  i n  t h i s  co.cmtr?j h m  :Callen to the ‘,t&es L ~ L G  

cormmities. This t rad i t ion  i s  =. sowid aid l iv ing  one, a d  i1O o_rie ~ro~12.d 

foresee its fuidmentd-  o r  r a d i c d  chzmge. Ileverthelcss, i c J  has been 

esident for som t h e  t h a t  .;tate md c ~ ~ x ~ z u r l i t . ~  h e d t h  nc t iv i t ies  czn be 

Iiiplemmted e::pmied b:; n2progriate support f roic many sources, zml 

the ?&st ilecacle has cee i  increasing pa r t i c ip t io : i  by piblic-iiindeC in&i- 

viduiLs aid organicxbions In the cfTort  to i-ender asais ta ice  to the 

rzantdJ.ly retrtrded. 

i i i t l i  itnich it c%;1 assme n m  functions i n  thc face of asce;-tdiiied 

nat ional  need, has comc t o  p h y  a signif icant  r8lc i n  t h i s  effnr-t. 

1%~ Federd CO7JeTT?liitlat, by vir tu? of the flc;:-ibil.Lty 



- 5 -  

dwoted t o  h e a t h  a c t i v i t i e s  are lzrge?, but l a -ccness  in i tsslf  i s  Eot 

til2 oxsly c r i te r ion  of significance. I ~i proud of' Fede ra  assistance t o  

aid th? mentally retarded child and zdult, but I jrnorr the enactment of 

lms md declLZrationu of policy do no% i n  tinenselves d f e a t  the pi-evmtion, 

trca-kient aid cmc of the x a t d l y  retarded. L h a e  l eg is la t ive  acts w e  

s i g z i f i c m t  only  insol"cu- zs the3 enable dediczteci c%~d capible 5iidi-~iduaJs 

like yourselves bc t t e r  t o  f u l f i l 2  y o ~ w  ixissiom. 
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are t o  becoile indepen&nt md usefnl mnbcrs of t h e i r  coxxmitte0 md have 

the  oGportunity t o  stltisfy t h e i r  Fei-sonLl needs mil desires. 

both i-e;ezrch jyld seivices, i !:no,:, hxre occiq&d the deliberations o r  

t h i s  ConEercnce i n  the  p r s t ,  

,roble:Ls of 
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ZureaE, r:as increased by four  ,ai l l ion dollars. One c i l l i o n  of Ynis m o m t  

was s g e c i f i c d l y  e a m a k e d  by ~ i y  Jubcouaittee foi. r?.entd i*eta;-dation pro- 

jects ;  %id 33thouC;T.1 the :-..ibco!snitt$c did not so s t ipu lz te  i n  t h s  q q r o p r i -  

at ions b i l l ,  i;e axle it !mo:m t h a t  ire believed mother  xiillion coiild be 

e q e r d e d  on :rent& retardztion. These swis r r i l l  rn&e it possible fOi- the  

Children’s 3urea.u t o  axpaid its mrL Trith ,tat0 agencies i n  broaCeninE; 

the ;:edicd. aid s o c i d  services des ipxd  f o r  retarded childrcii. 

xidce it possible t o  i.ncr?ase the  ntrrribcr OP coimtuiity ,nroJects ii? irlzich 

S G U d  rehablli t t l t ion progrms cz;n be deraonstr&tcd aid car lac?  out tilrouph 

the coordination of the  necc: ss cury pediatr ic ,  educ ationid, pycho log icd ,  

an6 brocationd- rehzbi l i ta t lon  services. 

it till 
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nou enabled, within given cei l ines ,  t o  match ,tatc funds on m equal basis  

f o r  the m d i c i l  c?re of m y  recipient 02 public assistance. .‘s you ~UIOT..~’, 

n e n t d  retard3tion i s  the leading iqa i rne i i t  mcrr; yersons under t h i r ty -  

f i v e  who are recipients of such aid, so inuch of the cdditlond. @f million5 

i n  Federd fu7d.s r;laCie czvtjilable undzr t h i s  ne‘ir l eg is la t ion  \,ill accrue t o  

t h e i r  benefit.  Le\; 1eGislation tY;,11 d s o  make public asslst.mce funds 

open t o  ~ z o r e  of the n c n t d l y  retai-ded, since the Congress has r e p a l e d  8 

r3quireEen.t of the %rea1 of Public Assistance irhich i n  e f fec t  cut off 

t h e i r  funds f o r  aid t o  children betwezn the q e s  of sixteen md eightzeii 

who i rere not attending school, I_’he 3ureau of Public Assistmce t h i s  

y e a  ;sill a l s o  be b e t t e r  3blc t o  extend i t s  consultation x.rvices t o  

,;tates i n  program planning for e s s e n t i L  s o c i d  seivices and s ta f f  training. 

I t r i l l  do no nore thzn mention i n  p s s i n g  some of the new, more 

generalized leg is la t ion  which indifect ly  S f e c t s  the mentdly r c t  flded. 

i n  this ccltegory, E‘ublic L a v  835 authorizes z 330 million progra~i of 

Zederal matching g m t s  t o  mei‘icd  school.^, d e n t d  schcols anG schools of 

y ib l i c  h e d t h  which w i l l -  2”ssist i n  construction or isprovenent af research 

f 8 c i l i t i e s  i n  tne aiedical m d  d l i e d  sciences. ib.d Public L m  911 inaugurctes 

L% neii prograz of Tederzl t r a i n e e s h i p  i n  puhlic h e a t h  md graduate and 

p z c t i c d  nursing. 

1. have not yet spoken of thc3 actions of Congress i n  s t req thening  

thz yesearch e f f o r t  de.roted t o  the prevention, treztiient, m-2 education 

of the nz-rtzlly retarded. 

poaitior, axoi1-g the Federd  programs devoted t o  ixy:*xm.ient of pbl- ic  

Xedicril resenrch ha;; corie t o  occupy 8 special 



defini t ion is w essent5.d ;tep i n  order t h a t  Frogram of research md 
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seiyicc; may rn~ve <ci-trxrd on d.1 fronts.  

m r k  ir_ the cst&llsh,ient of ii reportin=: syster; f o r  the col?-ection 01 gen- 

e r a l  im,q;ose s t z t i s t i c s  0x1 th.3 n e n t d l y  handicapped ckildzzn i n  i211blic 

schools. 

of school progrzis w i l l -  be ev=lluztedi. 

i^,.lothei LXX ~ , L L l  be t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

Techriiques for i n s tnx t in l :  :*etaYkd child-ren i n  various types 








